
GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER
HIGH SCHOOL OF THE ARTS

THE B.E.S.T. ACADEMY
BUSINESS, ENGINEERING, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

JESSIE DEMONTE SMITH, II
SALUTATORIAN

DRUONNA SHELICE COLLIER
VALEDICTORIAN

KIERRA LASHONE SIMUEL
SALUTATORIAN

Growing up as the only girl and youngest of her 
siblings, Kierra LaShone Simuel is the first 

person in her family to graduate as Salutatorian. 
Kierra is a National Merit Scholar and is recognized 
on her school’s Dean’s List, as well as perfect 
attendance, top student in Physics, most valuable 
player in softball and for her leadership as captain 
of the softball and tennis teams.

When not in class or playing sports, Kierra is active 
in the National Honor Society, Beta Club, Book Club 
and Yearbook Committee. She is also a member of 
the Gifted Foundation and is a proud debutante. 
As a student leader, Kierra is determined to make 
a difference in the world.  A quote she lives by is 
“It’s easy to stand with the crowd, but it takes 
courage to stand alone.” She plans to attend the 
University of Georgia to major in mechanical 
engineering and continue her community 
volunteer work.

In high school, Druonna Shelice Collier created a 
program called, “Accepted,” to support and encourage 

first generation college students, like herself, navigate 
the college entrance process.  Throughout her journey, 
Druonna has always pushed herself beyond what is 
expected with the belief that, “If your dreams don’t 
scare you, they’re not big enough.” She has been the 
Valedictorian for her class since freshman year. She is 
dually enrolled at Atlanta Metropolitan State College and 
Carver School of the Arts.  Her awards and honors include 
Posse Foundation Finalist, Harvard Book Recipient, 
Academic Excellence in Mathematics & English, Dean’s 
List, Representative of the State of Georgia at The 
Congress of Future Physicians and Medical Scientists, 
Top Scores in Literature, Social Studies, and Mathematics 
at Atlanta Public Schools Regional Academic Decathlon. 
Druonna is also a member of several organizations 
including Dynamics Scholars Book Club, Carver Arts 
Repertory Dance Ensemble and National Society of High 
School Scholars. The Atlanta native stays active in her 
community through volunteering. As a compassionate 
student who loves challenges, she is deciding between 
George Washington University, Stanford University 
or Dartmouth College to achieve her career goal of 
becoming a Clinical Geneticist. She hopes to discover 
the science behind genetic disorders.

Jessie D. Smith has been an honor student 
throughout his academic career. When he 

entered The B.E.S.T. Academy, he continued to 
make studying hard a priority to achieve his goal 
of becoming the #1 student in his class. He is 
determined, eager and responsible which he 
credits for his academic achievements. With a 
grade point average of 93.8, Jessie is a member 
of the National Honor Society, BETA Club, and 
an intern in the respected Georgia Tech Project 
ENGAGES program, where he plans to major in 
mechanical engineering. When he is not 
preparing for a career as a mechanical engineer, 
Jessie helps to build homes as a Habitat for 
Humanities volunteer.

Atlanta native Qwantayvious Stiggers credits 
his family to his success. From his three 

younger brothers, his mother, who is “the 
cornerstone from which I built this life,” to his 
grandmother whose passing stimulated his 
interest in medicine—they all provide motivation 
for him to strive for academic excellence and to 
make an impact on the world. 

Qwantayvious’ honors include International 
Science Fair finalist, Atlanta Public Schools Top 
Scientist, Atlanta INtown Magazine’s 8th Annual 
Class of Atlanta’s 20 Under 20, and a prestigious 
internship at Georgia Tech’s Project ENGAGES 
where he researches the regeneration of articular 
cartilage. He is heading to the University of 
Michigan to major in Biomedical Engineering, 
Mechanical Engineering or Biology. His career 
choices include Orthopedic Surgeon, Mechanical 
Engineer or Biomedical Engineer.

QWANTAYVIOUS ARTEZ STIGGERS
VALEDICTORIAN
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Kira Deniece Kellogg and her three older sisters 
grew up learning never to give up.  That 

perseverance from her mother and sisters inspires 
her to keep trying her best, especially in school so 
she can continue to be an amazing role model for 
her nieces and make her mother and sisters proud. 
In addition to striving for excellence in academics, 
Kira has been involved in a number of organizations 
that highlight her leadership skills including Future 
Business Leaders of America (FBLA) Beta Club and 
Health Occupation Students of America (HOSA). 

Taniya, a National Honor Society member and 
University of Georgia Certificate of Merit recipient, 
plans to attend the University of Georgia and major 
in Psychology and Pre-Law. She wants to become 
either a Marriage and Family Therapist or Criminal 
Defense attorney.

Angel Marjaree Robinson has been awarded 
more than $100,000 in scholarships and 

accepted into more than 20 colleges including 
Xavier University in New Orleans, which she has 
decided to attend and major in Pre-Pharmacy. She 
wants to become a compound pharmacist. 

Angel is among the top 10 percent of her class, 
a ranking she has maintained since arriving at 
high school. As a junior, she was accepted in the 
dual-enrollment program at Atlanta Metropolitan 
State University. Her honors, recognitions and 
achievements include a Gifted Internship at Emory 
University, National Honor Society, Governor’s 
Honors, Health Occupation Students of America 
(HOSA) Vice President, Junior Olympian (Track 
and Field), Varsity Letter in Track & Field, Class of 
2016 Georgia Certificate of Merit Winner. She also 
participated in the Emotions Revolution event at 
Yale University, the Dean Stuart Feldman Summer 
Science Institute at The University of Georgia 
and the Georgia High School Track & Field State 
Championship.

ANGEL MARJAREE ROBINSON
VALEDICTORIAN

KIRA DENIECE KELLOGG
SALUTATORIAN

AMINA BRIANNA GLASS
SALUTATORIAN & STAR STUDENT

Amina B. Glass is an intelligent, thoughtful and 
ambitious young woman. Her commitment 

and diligence as a National Honor Society and 
Beta Club member, and student at Carver Early 
College and Georgia State University, have allowed 
Amina to excel and become the STAR Student 
and Salutatorian of her graduating class. Amina 
has maintained a revered 4.3 GPA at Georgia 
State University and achieved the highest score 
on the SAT while continuing her commitment 
to her school community. She is the treasurer 
of the Knitting Club and a member of the Youth 
Empowerment for Environmental Awareness Club. 
She also completed a gifted internship at Emory 
University where she conducted original research 
for clean water sources. In addition to her academic 
work, Amina has laid the foundation to become 
a physician. Her commitment to health was best 
demonstrated by her mastery of curriculum 
and her work with coordinating a school-wide 
initiative to inform teens about relationships, teen 
pregnancy, and making safe choices. She plans 
to attend Georgia State University and major in 
biology and pre-medicine. 

Jaylyn D. Gillis is a highly motivated student at 
both the New Schools at Carver Early College 

and Georgia State University. At Carver, Jaylyn is 
a founding member of the Youth Empowerment 
for Environmental Awareness Club, a member 
of Gracefully Matriculating Sisters, a school 
sisterhood, and president of her Advisement Class. 
At Georgia State, Jaylyn has challenged herself with 
rigorous classes such as Psychology and French. 
Jaylyn is also active in her community through the 
Maynard Jackson Youth Foundation Leadership 
Academy, Mt. Pleasant Missionary Baptist Church 
Youth and Young Adult Department, and various 
other community activities. 

Jaylyn enjoys embracing different cultures and 
conducting independent research. Inspired by 
her four years of volunteer work with Georgia 
Artists with Disabilities, Jaylyn aspires to become a 
psychiatrist and a global mental health advocate. 
One of her life goals is to live happily and be the 
change she wishes to see in the world. She plans 
to major in Psychology/Neuroscience at Emory 
University, University of Southern California or 
Oglethorpe University in the fall.

JAYLYN DANIELLE GILLIS
VALEDICTORIAN



FREDERICK DOUGLASS
HIGH SCHOOL

GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER
HIGH SCHOOL OF TECHNOLOGY

BREASYA SUNTÉ JENKINS
SALUTATORIAN

Breasya S. Jenkins believes that overcoming 
hardships has helped her to become an outstanding 

student and role model. In addition to her academic 
achievements, Breasya is a leader. She is the Battalion 
Commander of the ASTRO Battalion of Junior Reserve 
Officer Training Corps (JROTC). In this role, Breasya was 
instrumental in the JROTC Program receiving the Honor 
Unit with Distinction Award during their annual formal 
inspection.  Her peers also voted her as Miss Ninth 
Grade and Miss Frederick Douglass High School. “By 
any means necessary” is the quote Breasya embodies 
as she continues to work hard inside the classroom 
and in her school community.   Breasya has received 
awards and recognitions by the National Honor Society, 
National Beta Society, National Society of High School 
Scholars, Top Ten Percent, Cadet Command Legion of 
Valor Bronze Cross, Superior Cadet Award (2nd Award), 
Academic Excellent Award, Academic Achievement 
Ribbon, Drill Team Ribbon, Good Conduct Ribbon, 
Varsity Athletic Ribbon, Parade Ribbon, Empty Stocking 
Fund Ribbon, Commander of ASTRO Battalion and 
President JROTC Leadership Club.

After earning a degree in Biology from the University 
of Georgia, Breasya plans to become a doctor.

Samia C. Clark believes her entire educational 
experience has been a milestone in discovering 

her capabilities and strengths. What she considers 
most important throughout her journey is that 
she has proven to herself that she is competitively 
intelligent. Samia lives by the adage: “Failure is not 
an option.” Armed with a 4.0 grade point average, 
Samia is honored to be a Ben S. Carson Scholar, 
Carter G. Woodson Legacy Scholar, Georgia 
Certificate of Merit Recipient, U.S. Presidential 
Scholar and Miss Black & Gold (2015-2016). She 
is also a member of the National Honor Society 
and Beta Club and recipient of the Coach’s Award 
– Varsity Cheerleading (2012-2014), Miss Varsity 
Cheerleader (2014-2015) and Captain’s Award – 
Varsity Cheerleading (2014-2015). Additionally, she 
has participated in various clubs and organizations 
including Varsity Cheerleading, Clark Atlanta’s 
Educational Talent TRIO Program, and the Maynard 
Jackson Youth Foundation. She plans to attend 
Howard University and double major in Business 
Administration and Chemistry. Samia wants to 
become a Pharmacist in a children’s hospital.

SAMIA CREON CLARK
VALEDICTORIAN

D’ASIA MONI WILLIAMS
SALUTATORIAN

D’Asia Williams has an affinity for technology. She 
has already earned a certificate in Computer 

Programming, Photoshop, Scratch Programming 
and Coding; has excelled in her other studies and is 
ready to pursue a career in Computer Science.  When 
she is not in the classroom, D’Asia volunteers in her 
community as Vice-President of Elite Sisterhood 
Inc., a nonprofit mentoring program where she 
has accumulated over 200 community hours 
during high school. D’Asia has also participated in 
the annual AIDS Walk, Breast Cancer Walk, Hands 
on Atlanta Helping Hands Holiday Dinner, and the 
Leukemia Society’s Pennies for Patients.  In October 
2014, D’ Asia served on the host committee for the 
International Day of the Girl Rally and she helped 
Elite Sisterhood secure a grant to provide a day of 
service learning for over 100 girls in Atlanta. D’Asia 
endeavors to excel academically and continue her 
volunteerism at the postsecondary level.  She plans 
to attend Vanderbilt or Valdosta State University 
and major in Business Management or Chemistry.

Treylon R. Wofford has demonstrated fortitude 
in the face of adversity. Kevin Conroy states, 

“Everyone is handed adversity in life. No one’s 
journey is easy. It’s how they handle it that makes 
people unique.” This quote signifies Treylon’s life-
changing journey that began at the age of nine. 
Since then he has persevered, remaining focused 
and committed to his education. As a freshman, 
Treylon vowed to graduate at the top his class 
by being himself—congenial, motivated and 
disciplined. The top-performing student focuses 
on learning and sharing information about other 
cultures. In 2014, he taught himself Japanese and 
founded an Anime Club while being a member 
of the Robotics Team. Treylon is currently taking 
classes at Georgia State University to get a head 
start on his goal to become a Quantum Mechanic. 
He has a choice to attend the University of Colorado 
Boulder, University of Findlay or University of Iowa 
to major in Robotics Engineering. His awards and 
recognitions include Principal’s List, Certificate of 
the Emotion Revolution Summit at Yale University 
and 4th Place Winner in the FIRST Robotics 
Competition. He is also Co-Captain of the Robotics 
Club (Team CLUTCH) and Executive Officer of 
JROTC Carver Battalion.

TREYLON ROBINSON WOFFORD
VALEDICTORIAN



Delfina M. Booth was born in New York City to 
parents who are passionate advocates for 

education.  Their belief that education is the greatest 
equalizer plays a major influence on Delfina’s an 
eagerness to learn new things and willingness to 
share her knowledge with fellow students. Outside 
the classroom, she participates in Cross Country, 
running the 3200 meter run in Track, Drama Club and 
a semester-long musical theater workshop, and a 
number of writing workshops with the Atlanta Young 
Writers Association. She is also a member of the Beta 
Club and student government. She has received 
a number of accolades for her art and writing.   In 
addition, Delfina has received the following awards 
and recognitions: High Honor Roll (Principal’s List); 
Georgia Certificate of Merit, given by the State of 
Georgia and the University of Georgia; The Scholastic 
Art and Writing Awards, Silver Key, by the Alliance for 
Young Artists and Writers; Professional Association 
of Georgia Educators STAR student. Delfina’s favorite 
quote is the Spanish saying, Más se perdió en la 
Guerra, which means things could be worse and 
essentially to stay resilient in the face of adversity. 
Delfina may attend Georgia Institute of Technology 
to pursue a career as a graphic artist who specializes 
in computational media.

Taylor K. Dalton, always dreamed of going to college like 
her parents, who attended and met at the University 

of Georgia. Taylor’s wants to use her knowledge in order to 
better herself, her family, and her community. A perpetual 
dreamer, Taylor, believes in infinite possibilities. She has 
created a web design business, Dalton Design (D2) while 
earning two Associates Degrees one in Mathematics and 
the other in Pre-Engineering from Atlanta Metropolitan 
State College as an Early College student. Her career goal 
is to become an industrial engineer while volunteering in 
her community and mentoring high school students.

Taylor’s honors and recognitions include National Beta 
Club, National Honor Society, National Society of High 
School Scholars, Phi Theta Kappa, Dean’s List, Best Female 
Golfer, Governor’s Honors Program Completer, Blacks in 
Government Oratorical Contest Winner, Learning and 
Achievement Matters, Inc. Speech Competition Winner, 
and the APS Social Studies Fair 2015 1st Place Winner.

Taylor will enroll as a freshman in college with the credits 
of a second semester junior at one of her top choices 
that include Georgia Institute of Technology, Bradley 
University, University of Georgia, Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, and Mercer University. She wants to major in 
industrial Engineering.

Harrison W. Wilco is the youngest of his siblings to all 
attend APS schools — from Morningside, Inman to 

Grady. At Grady, Harrison has been active in the Grady 
Jesters Speech and Debate team for four years. He’s 
competed in Public Forum and Lincoln Douglas debates, 
captaining both teams, and now serves as President 
of the Speech and Debate team. He has received the 
“Outstanding Distinction,” “Academic All American,” and 
“All State” awards from the National Speech and Debate 
Association. Harrison has also worked on Grady’s award-
winning newspaper, The Southerner, as a staff writer 
and copy editor. He has joined the National Scholastic 
Press Association Journalism Honor Roll and received a 
“Superior Award” for news reporting from the Columbia 
Scholastic Press Association. Harrison has also thoroughly 
enjoyed being part of the district’s water polo team — the 
APS Knights, while co-captain of the “A” team. Harrison’s 
awards and recognitions include a 2016 National Merit 
Scholarship Finalist; AP Scholar with Distinction; National 
Honor Society Member; Georgia Science and Engineering 
Fair Gold Key award and Best of Fair (school-level); Georgia 
Science and Engineering Fair Gold Medal award (district-
level); Georgia Governor’s Honors Program attendee for 
Mathematics; and Grady High School’s “Highest Honors” 
and “Academic Excellence” awards. He plans to major in 
Physics at Georgia Tech.

Tate H. Lancaster has maintained a 4.0 GPA as 
a high school student. When she is not in the 

classroom, Tate enjoys the arts including drawing 
and painting projects, dance, live theater and 
literacy. She is involved in the Henry W. Grady High 
theater program and its literacy magazine. She 
has been honored with a Georgia Certificate of 
Commendation and Highest Honors Award. Tate 
plans to attend Brown University in the fall where 
she will then decide on a college major.

TATE HATHAWAY LANCASTER
VALEDICTORIAN

HARRISON WOOD WILCO
SALUTATORIAN

HENRY W. GRADY
HIGH SCHOOL

MAYNARD HOLBROOK JACKSON
HIGH SCHOOL

TAYLOR KATHLEEN DALTON
VALEDICTORIAN

DELFINA MAISEY BOOTH
SALUTATORIAN & STAR STUDENT



Faith I. Henry is a strong believer that hard work 
pays off and knowledge is powerful. She is vice 

president of the Student Government Association, 
National Honor Society Treasurer and a member 
of the Science National Honor Society, National 
Beta Club, the American Chemical Society 
ChemClub, JROTC and the Potter’s Wheel Ministry. 
The active scholar has been honored with the 
President’s Education Awards Program 2015 
Certificate for Outstanding Academic, the Military 
Order of the World Wars, Principal’s List, Top Ten 
Percent, Chemistry Award, Physics Award, Social 
Studies Award, and MVP Varsity “M” for 
Cheerleading, and Varsity “M” for Tennis. She also 
has artwork displayed at Hartsfield-Jackson 
International Airport. Faith is considering a degree 
in Pre-medicine or chemistry at the University of 
Georgia, University of Miami, Xavier University, 
Boston University or Northwestern University. She 
would like to work as a pediatric emergency 
medicine physician.

Nicole B. Gullatt credits her vigorous work ethic 
and unwavering drive and self-motivation for 

her success in school. Nicole is active in the Student 
Government Association and Health Occupations 
Students of America, which have taught her the 
importance of leadership, teamwork, and building 
long-lasting relationships. Nicole serves as 
National Honor Society President and Science 
National Honor Society Secretary. She is also a 
member of the National Society of High School 
Scholars and National Beta Club and she has been 
honored with an Innovative Engineering Award 
and placement on Principal’s List and Top Ten 
Percentile for her academic achievements. 
Additionally, Nicole is an intern with the Project 
ENGAGES Program at Georgia Institute of 
Technology, where she conducts research focusing 
on the biomechanics of glaucoma. Nicole wants 
to become a medical researcher to help improve 
the quality of life for all people by developing 
treatments for chronic illnesses. She plans to major 
in Biomedical Engineering at Emory University or 
Johns Hopkins University.

BENJAMIN E. MAYS
HIGH SCHOOL

NICOLE BRITTANY GULLATT
VALEDICTORIAN

FAITH IMANI HENRY
SALUTATORIAN

ALEXUS S. CLARK
VALEDICTORIAN

MIYA JAMILLE MOON
SALUTATORIAN

CORETTA SCOTT KING
HIGH SCHOOL

Miya J. Moon is motivated by her mother, an 
educator, who stresses that education can lead 

to success. Throughout her educational experience, 
Miya has displayed diligence and persistence. She is 
a member of FBLA, CSKYWLA Cross Country, Swim 
Team, Soccer Team, National Honors Society, HOSA, 
SGA, and the Academy Marching Band. Some of her 
leadership roles include serving as captain of both 
the Cross Country Team and Swim Team, Secretary 
of FBLA, Treasurer of SGA, and section leader of both 
the tuba and clarinet section. Some of her accolades 
include being a scholar athlete, withholding the 
highest cumulative GPA for her three chosen sports, 
a Down Under Sports Recipient, an All-State Band 
Recipient, Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl Play It Smart All-
Academic Team Award Recipient and Miss National 
Honors Society. As a role model at CSKYWLA, it is her 
desire to encourage her younger CSKYWLA sisters 
to stay determined and persevere through any 
obstacles they may face. Her favorite quote is: “Work 
until you no longer have to introduce yourself.” Miya 
plans to attend Hampton University or Alabama 
State University to pursue a degree in Biology with 
aspirations to study and eventually help eradicate 
the illnesses that are detrimental to human life.

Alexus S. Clark strives to excel in every aspect of 
sisterhood, scholarship and service. Alexus is 

president of FBLA, member of the National Honor 
Society, the National Beta Club, and is a Project 
ENGAGES scholar at Georgia Tech. She contributes 
her academic success to a love of learning and her 
parents’ emphasis on the importance of education. 
Alexus is guided by the quote: “Nothing in life 
is to be feared; it is only to be understood,” by 
Marie Curie, which drives Alexus to always search 
for answers and never fear the unknown. She 
aspires to become a Pharmacologist and hopes 
to influence the world through researching and 
developing mental illness medications. Alexus 
will choose from Georgia Institute of Technology, 
Vanderbilt University and Rice University to major 
in Chemical Engineering. Among Alexus’ many 
honors and recognitions are Principal’s Honor Roll, 
Biotechnology High Achiever, Academic Excellence 
in Honors Algebra, Literature and Chemistry, 1st 
place School Science Fair, 1st place APS Technology 
Fair in Web 2.0, Atlanta Public Schools Science Fair 
Silver and Gold Awards.



Lydia F. Zemmali was a finalist in the Intel International 
Science and Engineering Fair in her freshman 

year and that eye-opening experience pushed her 
pursuit of a career in science. Outside the science 
class, Lydia was President of Model United Nations 
and Arab League, Student Body Secretary, Orchestra 
Council Administrative Assistant, and Captain of 
the Varsity Cross Country Team. Last year, Lydia and 
the Varsity Girls’ Soccer team made school history 
by advancing to the State Playoff Semi-finals. The 
active scholar also played viola in the North Atlanta 
Philharmonic Orchestra throughout high school 
and has been selected to play in the Atlanta Public 
Schools Honors Youth Orchestra since freshman year. 
Following her passion for language learning and 
immersion in different cultures, Lydia was awarded 
a State Department NSLI-Y Scholarship for an Arabic 
Summer Program. She had a life-changing experience 
while living for six-weeks with a Moroccan host family, 
participating in intensive language courses and 
traveling throughout Morocco. Potential majors for 
Lydia include Chemistry, Near Eastern Languages 
and Civilizations and Communication of Science 
and Technology at either the University of Chicago or 
the University of Georgia. She wants to be a Medical 
Researcher or Science Journalist.

LYDIA FRANCIS ZEMMALI
VALEDICTORIAN

BETHANY AMELIA BELL
SALUTATORIAN

Bethany A. Bell is active in several other national 
honor societies for Spanish, Mu Alpha Theta for Math 

(secretary), and Tri-M Music (historian and vice president) 
and the National Honor Society. In 2011, Bethany, along 
with a team of talented peers, advanced to the World 
level for Odyssey of the Mind. She also attended the Duke 
Talent Identification Program at both Appalachian State 
University and the University of Georgia. Throughout 
her high school career, Bethany enjoyed cultivating 
her leadership skills as chief administrative officer of 
the Robotics Team, choral director in the North Atlanta 
Choral Department, and as captain and founder of the 
Ultimate Frisbee team. After attending a Costa Rica 
Spanish Learning and Service program in 2014 and a 
Youth Summit on Hunger and Poverty at the Atlanta 
Community Food Bank in 2015, she has discovered her 
passion for myriad cultures and community outreach 
programs. Some of her honors and recognitions include 
first place for digital photography and second place for 
3D animation at the Georgia Technology Fair, three first 
place awards at the Georgia and International Media 
festival (Photography, Video Production and Animation), 
and first place in VFW regional essay competition. 
Bethany will attend the Georgia Institute of Technology 
Grand Challenges program with a major in International 
Marketing and a minor in Vocal Performance.

Kent Perdue, Jr. attributes spending three 
summers in the Project GRAD (Graduation 

Really Achieves Dreams) Summer Institutes at 
Georgia State University, Emory University and 
Atlanta Metropolitan State College and his family, 
teachers and counselors to his academic success. 
The honors scholar is a member of the choir, dance 
team and ushers at his church. He is the organizer 
of a Feed the Hungry outreach and he visits 
nursing homes and assists with environmental 
services. Kent is active in his church and credits 
it for his development as a young man and an 
academic scholar. Kent wants to major in Art and 
Biology at Georgia State University or Atlanta 
Metropolitan State College. He eventually wants 
to have a career as a Research Biologist.

Christian J. Harris was anxious but knew it was 
the beginning of a bright future for him when 

he arrived at South Atlanta School of Computer 
Animation and Design. He plans to major in 
Landscape Architecture & Design at the University 
of Georgia and become an Architectural Urban 
Designer. Christian is a member of the National 
Beta Club and the National Honor Society. He 
has been honored with Scholastic Art & Writing 
Silver Key Award, Governor’s Honors Certificate of 
Recognition, the Georgia Student Media Festival 
“Outstanding Media Production” award and a 
place on the Principal’s List.

CHRISTIAN JAMAL HARRIS
VALEDICTORIAN

KENT PURDUE, JR.
SALUTATORIAN

SOUTH ATLANTA
HIGH SCHOOL OF COMPUTER ANIMATION & DESIGN

NORTH ATLANTA
HIGH SCHOOL



SOUTH ATLANTA
HIGH SCHOOL OF HEALTH & MEDICAL SCIENCES

SOUTH ATLANTA
HIGH SCHOOL OF LAW & SOCIAL JUSTICE

Tytianna J. Harshaw is a committed and 
dedicated student who has also amassed more 

than 1,200 hours of volunteer service. Tytianna is 
motivated by learning and has been honored 
for her academic achievements and community 
service with the Woodrow Wilson Community 
Service Award, Atlanta Public Schools ACT 21+ 
Award, Top Achiever in AP World History, first 
place Science Award, Legion of Valor Medal and 
Daughters of the American Revolution Medal. She 
is also a Coca-Cola Semi-finalist, Superintendent 
Ambassador, Principal’s List honoree, and 
member of the National Honor Society, National 
Beta Club, J.R.O.T.C., and founder of Let’s Keep 
Going Foundation. Tytianna also plays soccer and 
volleyball. Passionate about giving back to her 
community, Tytianna lives by the mantra, “I can 
do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 
She plans to major in Biology at Georgia Institute 
of Technology and become a Pediatrician.

Alexes L. Harris international travel and 
volunteer experiences in Peru, Africa, Dubai, 

Mexico, the Bahamas, and Jamaica, stimulated 
her interest in how different countries operate 
economically, politically, and socially.  Alexes was 
also a VOX Magazine teen journalist for almost 
three years, which now fuels her career goal.  
The Posse Foundation Scholar plans to attend 
George Washington University and major in 
International Affairs and Broadcast Journalism. 
She wants to become a broadcast journalist who 
focuses on overseas relations.  Alexes honors and 
recognitions include National Honor Society, 
Carter G. Woodson Legacy Award from Berea 
College, Atlanta Public Schools 1500+ SAT/21 ACT 
Club, Live Healthy and Thrive Scholarship, Coca-
Cola Scholarship Semi-Finalist.

ALEXES LA NAE HARRIS
SALUTATORIAN

TYTIANNA JAKIVIA HARSHAW
VALEDICTORIAN

KLAI’SHON LATRICE FAMBROUGH
VALEDICTORIAN

GUADALUPE VILLASENOR PAREDES
SALUTATORIAN

Guadalupe V. Paredes, the youngest of three, 
was taught to always respect others, work 

hard, strive to do better, never give up and 
remember from where she came. The honor 
student has been recognized with 1st Place in 
Regional Social Studies Fair Project, Dreamer’s 
Award: Project GRAD, Best Offensive Soccer Player 
and Outstanding Achievement Awards. Guadalupe 
plans to attend Georgia State University and major 
in Biology. She wants to become a Pediatrician.

Klai’Shon L. Fambrough has maintained one 
vision since beginning high school: graduating 

at the top of her class. In reaching of this goal, 
Klai’Shon has been recognized with awards and 
honors that include the Atlanta Board of Education 
Certificate of Commendation, Most Dedicated 
(Basketball), Principal’s Award, First Place District 
(Social Studies), Highest GPA (Math), National 
Honor’s Society, Emory Pipeline Honoree, Project 
GRAD Honoree, Most Dedicated (Volleyball) 
and the Emory University PREP Honoree. She is 
a member of the National Honors Society, Beta 
Club, Student Government Association, HOSA, and 
Emory Pipeline. Klai’Shon, the first of her siblings to 
go to college, plans to attend Mercer University to 
reach her career goal of becoming a pediatrician.



BOOKER T. WASHINGTON
HIGH SCHOOL

DANIEL MCLAUGHLIN THERRELL
HIGH SCHOOL

KIA SYMONE SURRELL
VALEDICTORIAN

Kia S. Surrell, an Oakland, California native, 
gained a new perspective on education 

when she arrived in Atlanta. Inspired by Booker T. 
Washington’s quote, “I have learned that success 
is to be measured not so much by the position 
that one has reached in life as by the obstacles he 
has to overcome,” Kia is active in the National Beta 
Club, Student Government Association (Executive 
President), a Georgia Merit Scholar, Varsity Soccer 
(Captain), Varsity Soccer MVP, Varsity Volleyball 
(Captain), and the Georgia Technology Fair where 
she scored as 1st Place winner. She has also 
earned a position on the Principal’s Honor Roll and 
recognition as the Most Outstanding AP Biology 
Student and Most Outstanding AP Statistics 
Student. Kia’s renewed motivation to get an 
education has fueled her plans to attend Virginia 
Commonwealth University to major in biology or 
pre-dentistry and to become a dentist.

Deja D. Williams is perseverance to succeed 
enabled her to reach her dream of being 

at the top of her class. Deja is a dual-enrolled 
student at Atlanta Metropolitan State College. 
In addition, she is a member of the National 
Honor Society, National Beta Club, the Principal’s 
Honor Roll, Student Government Association 
(Executive Treasurer), a Georgia Merit Scholar, 
Marching Band (Section Leader) and former 
Varsity Soccer Captain. Inspired by the words of 
Nelson Mandela, “It always seems impossible until 
it’s done,” Deja accomplished what to many may 
seem as impossible, but to others possible. She 
aspires to use the knowledge acquired in high 
school to pursue a career in architecture and make 
a positive impact on her community. Deja will 
attend Georgia Institute of Technology in the fall 
to major in architecture. She plans to become an 
Architectural Engineer.

DEJA DESTINY WILLIAMS
SALUTATORIAN

JHAZZMYN JHANE JOINER
VALEDICTORIAN

Jhazzmyn J. Joiner’s family line of educators 
has instilled the importance of receiving an 

education. In addition to being dually enrolled at 
Georgia State University, Jhazzmyn was a member 
of the Glee Club, Tri-M Music Honor Society, 
College MAP, Varsity, Tennis and Yearbook Staff.  
She is a member of the National Honor Society and 
National Beta Club. Jhazzmyn has been honored 
with her poetry being displayed in the Kennesaw 
State Holocaust Museum, a Book Award from the 
Wellesley Atlanta Book Club, Certificate of Merit 
from the University of Georgia, and as Miss Glee 
2015. Grounded in her desire to see others around 
her succeed, Jhazzmyn started a mentoring 
program focused on creating educational 
opportunities for other students.  Jhazzmyn lives 
by the words, “Success is not only when someone 
achieves a goal, success is also when you haven’t 
achieved your goal yet, but you’re still working 
towards it” (Bishop Michael J. Paden, Sr.).  While she 
is undecided about her college plans, Jhazzmyn 
aspires to work closely on educational reform as a 
politician and/or educator. She will also continue 
to work with and inspire youth.

Usiel O. Hernandez’s trip to England, Wales 
and Ireland as a People-to-People Student 

Ambassador during the summer of 2015 was 
an eye-opener for him. Usiel met new people, 
experienced new cultures, and even helped to 
clean a local park in Ireland. Growing from that 
experience, Usiel wants to become involved in 
the medical field as a means to help people and 
contribute to society. He also credits his dual-
enrollment at Georgia State University through 
the Early College Program with taking decisive 
steps toward furthering his education. While 
undecided about which college to attend, Usiel 
wants to major in history or biology and eventually 
become an Ophthalmologist or Optometrist. The 
honors scholar is captain of the soccer and swim 
teams and recipient of the Georgia Certificate of 
Merit and Harvard Prize Book. He also has been 
recognized for achieving the highest EOCT score 
in U.S. History course and as “Mr. Emory Prep”.

USIEL OMAR HERNANDEZ
SALUTATORIAN



Makala L. Faniel has a natural ability to excel and 
is a top performer. Along with outstanding 

academics, Makala plays the clarinet and tenor 
saxophone. She has had the honor of performing 
in South Africa and the Bahamas and in Trinidad 
this spring. Makala has demonstrated her ability to 
lead by becoming president of the Beta Club and 
as an active member of the National Honor Society. 
Additionally, she works as a student researcher 
at the Georgia Institute of Technology. Makala’s 
favorite Maya Angelou quote is “Prejudice is 
a burden that confuses the past, threatens the 
future, and renders the present inaccessible.” 
This quote reminds her to always maintain a 
diverse perspective and a tolerant heart. In the 
future, Makala plans to earn a Bachelor’s degree 
in material science and a Master’s in mechanical 
engineering from Georgia Institute of Technology 
or University of Pennsylvania. She wants to work 
as a mechanical engineer.

MAKALA LASHAY FANIEL
VALEDICTORIAN & STAR STUDENT

JALYN NYCHELL GORDON
SALUTATORIAN

Jalyn N. Gordon was encouraged to pursue a 
college degree by her mother and grandmother, 

who stress the importance of education. With 
a passion for art and innovation, Jalyn plans to 
attend Georgia Institute of Technology to pursue 
a degree in Civil Engineering and Construction 
with aspirations to build memorable structures in 
cities all over the world. She is an intern at Georgia 
Tech where she practices coding, web framing and 
design. Jalyn has been able to develop leadership 
skills by serving as a community lifeguard and 
volunteer at the Center for Puppetry Arts. The 
scholar also has been honored as a Rusk Essay 
Contest Winner, Law of Life Essay Contest Winner, 
Spanish Student of the Year, KAC Honor Award 
Recipient, KAC Innovation Award Recipient, KAC 
Tenacity Award Recipient, AP Chemistry Student 
of the Year and Lifeguard of the Year. Jalyn has 
participated in numerous school clubs such as Mu 
Alpha Theta — Math Honors Society, Debate Club 
and the Swim Team.

KIPP ATLANTA COLLEGIATE
HIGH SCHOOL

APS GRADUATION FACTS

The Valedictorians and Salutatorians of 
Atlanta Public Schools’ Class of 2016 each demonstrated 
the commitment to go far beyond the basic 
requirements for graduation and set new and higher 
standards for themselves, their schools and our entire 
community. For their achievements, they had to 
exhibit consistent and high-achieving work through 
all four years of high school. They put their shoulders 
into the hard work every single day and exhibited the 
persistence and continued excellence required for 

success in college, career and life.


